
 

Beliefs  
Statement of Faith 
We have a formal “statement of faith” here at Charter Oak Church.  It describes the eight Bible-

based teachings that define what we believe.  These eight beliefs are___________—that is, 

everybody who attends here needs to have investigated these beliefs and decided for 

themselves that they are supported by the Scriptures and therefore accurate.  If you don’t, 

you’ll very likely be uncomfortable worshipping here!  We earnestly desire and encourage unity 

in our acceptance of these _______________beliefs. 
Take a look at Ephesians 4:4-5: 
There is one body and one spirit—just as you were called to one hope when you were called—

one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and 

in all. 

Our beliefs define the “one-ness” spoken of in this passage.  We all need to have _______ in 

our acceptance of these beliefs. 

 

Our statement of faith also incorporates the idea of ___________, or __________ beliefs.  

There are many of these, and Charter Oak Church does not take a firm stand on them.  In these 

areas, the believer is free to believe as he or she chooses, provided such belief comes from a 

sincere search for what God would have them do, personally, in their Spiritual walk with the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  These disputable beliefs are mentioned in Romans 14: 

  

Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters.  (vs 1) 

 Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another.  Instead, make up your mind not 

to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother’s way.  (vs 13) 

Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.  

(vs 19)  

So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself and God. (vs22) 
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In these disputable matters, then, we have liberty.  We will not pass judgment on those 

who believe differently than we do in these areas, and we will strive, by our actions and 

words, to do nothing that would cause another believer to stumble in their faith.  We’ll 

talk more about these non-essential beliefs later. 

Essential Beliefs (student handbook page 12) 
The following eight items summarize the essential beliefs of Charter Oak Church.  All who attend here 
________ agree with these, and all who join Charter Oak Church ________ agree with these, eventually. 

1. Regarding God.  God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe.  He has eternally existed in 
three “persons” - the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  These three are co-equal and are 
one God.  Supporting Scriptures: 

  Genesis 1:1, 26-27   Psalm 90:2 

Matthew 28:19    1 Peter 1:2 

2 Corinthians 13:14 

  

2. Regarding Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  He is co-equal with the Father and 
the Spirit.  Jesus lived a sinless human life and offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice for 
the sins of all people by dying on a cross.  He arose from the dead after three days to 
demonstrate His power over sin and death.  He ascended to Heaven’s glory and will return 
again someday to earth to reign as King of kings, and Lord of lords.  Supporting Scriptures: 

 Matthew 1:22-23   Isaiah 9:6 

John 1:1-5; 14:10-30   Hebrews 4:14-15 

1 Corinthians 15:3-4   Romans 1:3-4 

Acts 1:9-11    1 Timothy 6:14-15 

Titus 2:13 

  

3. Regarding the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is co-equal with the Father and the Son of God.  
He is present in the world to make people aware of their need for Jesus Christ.  He also lives 
in every Christian from the moment of salvation.  He provides the Christian with power for 
living, understanding spiritual truth, and guidance in doing what is right.  He gives every 
believer a spiritual gift when they are saved.  As Christians, we seek to live under His control 
daily.  Supporting Scriptures: 

  2 Corinthians 3:17   John 14:16-17; 16:7-13 

Acts 1:8     1 Corinthians 2:12; 3:16 

Ephesians 1:13; 5:18   Galatians 5:25 

  

4. Regarding the Bible.  The Bible is God’s Word to us.  It was written by human authors, 
under the supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit.  It is the supreme source of truth for 
Christian beliefs and living.  Because it is inspired by God, it is the truth without error.  
Supporting Scriptures: 

  2 Timothy 1:13; 3:16   2 Peter 1:20-21 

Psalm 12:6; 119:105,160  Proverbs 30:5 

 

 



5. Regarding Human Beings.  People are made in the spiritual image of God, to be like Him in 
character.  People are the supreme object of God’s creation.  All of us are born with a “sin 
nature” that manifests itself as an attitude of disobedience toward God.  Disobedience to 
God is called “sin.”  Our sin nature separates us from God, and our sin causes many 
problems in life.  Supporting Scriptures: 

  Genesis 1:27    Psalm 8:3-6 

Isaiah 53:6a; 59:1-2   Romans 3:23 

  

6. Regarding Salvation.  Salvation is God’s free gift to us, but we must accept it.  We can never 
overcome our sin nature by self-improvement or good works.  Only by trusting in Jesus 
Christ as God’s offer of forgiveness can anyone be saved from sin’s penalty.  When we turn 
from our self-ruled and sinful life and turn to Jesus in faith, we are saved.  Eternal life begins 
the moment we receive Jesus Christ into our lives by faith.  Supporting Scriptures: 

   Romans 5:1; 6:23   Ephesians 2:8-9 

John 1:12; 14:6    Titus 3:5 

Galatians 3:26 

 

7. Regarding Eternity.  People were created to exist forever. We will either exist eternally 
separated from God by sin, or eternally with God through forgiveness and salvation.  To be 
eternally separated from God is Hell.  To be eternally in union with Him is eternal life in 
Heaven.  Heaven and Hell are real places of eternal existence.  Supporting Scriptures: 

  John 3:16; 14:17   Romans 6:23; 8:17-18 

1 Corinthians 2:7-9   Revelation 20:15 

  

8. Regarding Marriage. Marriage described in Scripture is between one man and one woman 
in a single, exclusive union, until death. God created sexual intimacy to only occur between 
a man and woman within the marriage covenant, therefore, there should be celibacy in 
singleness. 
 
We affirm that all persons are individuals of sacred worth, created in the image of God. We 
do not condone the practice of homosexuality and consider this practice incompatible with 
Scripture. We affirm that God’s grace is available to all. We expect families and individuals 
not to reject or condemn lesbian and gay friends. We commit ourselves to be in ministry for 
and with all persons. Hateful and harassing behavior or attitudes directed toward any 
individual are to be repudiated and are not in accord with Scripture. Supporting Scriptures: 
 Genesis 2:24    Matthew 19:4-9 

1 Corinthians 6:18-20   1 Corinthians 7:2 
1 Thessalonians 4:3-5   Galatians 5:19-20 
 

If you have questions about any of these doctrinal beliefs, please talk to an 
instructor about it! 

  

  



Non-Essential (Disputable) Beliefs 
You can hardly ever get two Christians into the same room without finding some point of belief 
that they’ll disagree on!  And really, that’s ok, provided it’s not one of the essential beliefs listed 
in the previous section, and that their belief is upheld, or at least not condemned, by the Word 
of God!  Christians can be absolutely saved by grace and still _______ with one another.  What 
makes us Christian, however, is the _______ in which we disagree.  We must allow each other 
the ______ to make our belief choices in these disputable matters, and love each other 
anyway!  We’ll look at a few of those in this section, but there are many more!  Here we go: 

Charismatic beliefs, and gifts of the Spirit.  Charter Oak Church is not a charismatic 

church, but we have many charismatic people who attend here.  We also have many 

people who think that’s appalling and want no part of it.  Both are fine, as long as we’re 

existing together in unity and liberty, and nobody’s trying to shove their beliefs down 

someone else’s throat! 

Tobacco.  Smoking or using tobacco is a personal choice—not a particularly healthy one 

for your body, the temple of Christ—but a choice nevertheless.  A disputable matter.  

You have liberty in this. 

Drinking alcohol.  Some believe that no good Christian ever drinks alcohol, period.  

Others believe that drinking in moderation is fine.  Charter Oak Church doesn’t teach 

abstinence from alcohol because the Scriptures don’t seem to support that position.  

You have liberty to decide this issue for yourself.  Just remember that drunkenness is 

wrong in all circumstances, and clearly prohibited by Scripture. 

These are just a few examples of non-essential, disputable matters.  There are many others.  In 

these, you have liberty, and unity within the church is maintained by allowing each other this 

liberty. 
 

The Bottom Line 
The bottom line in these essential and non-essential beliefs is summed up in this passage: 

 If I hold in my mind, not only all human knowledge but also the very secrets of 

God, and if I have the faith that can move mountains, but have no love, I amount 

to nothing at all.  (1 Corinthians 13:2) 

In all things, we have love and charity towards one another.  It doesn’t matter if you feel you’re 

theologically correct, have Revelation figured out, and can quote the entire book of Psalms 

from memory!  If you’re not a loving person towards others, it doesn’t matter.  In this church, 

you’re going to meet people you like, people who hurt you, people who are obnoxious, and 

people who steal your credit.  Why?  Because Charter Oak Church is full of people!  And we’re 

all imperfect sinners, saved by grace. 

In any church you decide to attend, and perhaps join, you have to make a decision.  You have to 



decide that you’re going to have a loving heart, that you’re going to be a peace-maker, that 

you’re going to do the work of reconciliation, and that you’re going to forgive.  We don’t want 

people to join Charter Oak Church if they’re not willing to do this!  It’s essential to our unity, 

and it’s essential to your own health and well-being. 

So, the bottom line is, we have ________ in essential beliefs, we allow each other _________ in 

the non-essential beliefs, and we always, above everything else, relate to each other in a 

___________ way. 

 


